Road to the National Championship

2004-05 Schedule/Results

Date Opponent Result
12/3 vs. Columbia College W 116-53
12/4 vs. Georgia College & State W 74-68
12/11 @Catawba W 87-74
12/13 NORTH FLORIDA W 89-61
12/16 AUGUSTA STATE W 106-58
12/20 vs. Northern Kentucky W 74-65
12/21 vs. #19 Glenville State W 64-48
172 vs. #6 California (PA) L 48-60
1/3 vs. Bethany Lutheran W 103-52
1/5 LENOIR-RHYNE W 99-56
1/6 (@Wingate W 89-65
1/11 ELIZABETH CITY STATE W 112-62
1/13 @North Carolina Central W 89-69
1/15 @Bowie State W 110-81
1/18 VIRGINIA STATE W 105-53
1/20 @Winston-Salem State W 89-71
1/22 @Saint Augustine’s (Away) W 80-71
1/25 @Saint Paul’s W 99-63
1/27 FAYETTEVILLE STATE W 106-70
1/29 @Livingstone College W 89-69
2/1 VIRGINIA UNION W 101-60
2/5 ELIZABETH CITY STATE W 99-82
2/8 SAINT PAUL’S W 104-38
2/12 BOWIE STATE W 93-88
2/15 @Virginia Union W 102-56
2/19 @Johnson C. Smith W 81-68
2/22 @Virginia State W 92-75
3/1 $ vs. St. Augustine’s W 85-70
3/4 $Semifinals vs. N.C. Central W 86-44
3/5 $Championship Game vs. ECSU W 88-49
3/11 #vs. USC-Aiken W 77-48
3/12 # vs. Wingate W 105-74
3/14 # vs. Carson-Newman W 67-53

$ CIAA Tournament, Raleigh, N.C.
# South Atlantic Regional, Raleigh, N.C.
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SHAW IN THE NCAA TOURNA-
MENT

In the NCAA’s
Under Jacques Curtis: 5-2
In the first round: L UDC 69-87,
1989; W Lenoir-Rhyne 89-69, 2003, L
Augusta State 64-81, 2004, W 77-48
USC-Aiken, 2005

5-4

In the second round: L Bowie State
61-69, 1996; W Fayetteville State 67-49,
2003, W 105-74, 2005

South Atlantic Regional Championships:
L North Florida 58-71, 2003, W Carson-
Newman 67-53

In the Elite 8: first appearance

LADY BEAR COACHING STAFF

Head Coach

Jacques Curtis (Savannah State ‘86)
Overall (fifth year) 112-41 732
at Shaw (fifth year) 112-41 .732

vs. Henderson State first meeting

Assistant Coaches

LADY BEARS AT A GLANCE
Player Pos. Ht. Class
Nastassia Boucicault G 5-6 Jr.
Jenna Bradford G 5-6 Jr.
Tameka Brown G 5-6 So.
Leslee Anderson G 5-8 Fr.
Ari Cureton G 5-8 Fr.
Jessica Hawkins G 5-9 Sr.
Joy Hairston G 6-1 Sr.
Bilisa Perkins G 5-10 Sr.
Natalia Cothran F 6-0 Fr.
Kiarsha Curtis G 5-7 Sr.
Tameka Pease C 6-1 Fr.
Tavia Clemendor F 6-0 Fr.
India Lopez F 6-1 Sr.

BOLD denotes probable starter

James Hill

Latasha Shipman

Charissee Perry
Hometown Avgs.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 12.8 ppg, 6.4 rpg
Baltimore, Md. 6.5 ppg, 3.8 rpg
Wilmington, N.C. 0.7 ppg, 0.6 rpg
Blacksburg, VA 8.2 ppg, 2.9 rpg
Harrisburg, Pa. 1.2 ppg, 1.1 1pg
Raleigh, N.C.  10.6 ppg, 6.7 rpg
Durham, N.C.  18.1 ppg, 6.4 rpg
Syracuse, N.Y. 9.2 ppg, 4.3 rpg

Chattanooga, Tenn. 2.2 ppg, 1.4 rpg
Capital Heights, Md. 18.3ppg, 3.6 spg
Forest Park, Ga. 0.4 ppg, 1.2 rpg
Danville, Va. 2.3 ppg, 1.9 rpg
Jersey City, N.J. 4.4 ppg, 3.3 rpg
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Nastassia Boucicault

Jenna Bradford
Tameka Brown
Leslee Anderson
Ari Cureton
Jessica Hawkins
Joy Hairston
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2004-05 Shaw Lady Bears

Ht.
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5-6
5-6
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5-8
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6-0
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Head Coach: Jacques Curtis (Savannah State *86)
Assistant Coach: James Hill (Shaw University 2003), Latasha Shipman (Shaw U. 2004), Charissee Perry (Shaw U. 2003)

Class
Jr.
Jr.
So.
Fr.
Fr.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Fr.
Sr.
Fr.
Fr.
Sr.

Hometown
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Baltimore, Md.
Wilmington, N.C.
Blacksburg, Va.
Harrisburg, Pa.
Raleigh, N.C.
Durham, N.C.
Syracuse, N.Y.
Chattanooga, Tenn.
Capital Heights, Md.
Forest Park, Ga.
Danville, Va.
Jersey City, N.J.

High School/Previous School
Sheepshead Bay/Monroe CC
Milford Mill/Garrett CC
John T. Hoggard
Manchester Township
Susquehanna Township
Southeast Raleigh/NC State
Northern Durham /Univ. of North Carolina
Corcoran/Monroe CC

The Baylor School
Bladensburg/Northeast
Forest Park

G.W. Danville

James J. Ferris/Dean College

From I to r: Tameka Brown, Kiarsha Curtis, Jenna Bradford, Leslee Anderson,
Bilisa Perkins, India Lopez, Tameka Pease, Joy Hairston, Tavia Clemendor,
Natalia Cothran, Ari Cureton, Jessica Hawkins, Nastassia Boucicault

Peeze

Pronunciations

Tameka Pease

Bilisa Perkins
Bi-Leesa

Nastassia Boucicault
Na-sto-sia Bo-see-colt




First Opponent: The South Atlantic Region Champion
Shaw Lady Bears (32-1) will face the South Region
Champion #18 Central Arkansas Sugar Bears (27-6) in
the Elite 8 on March 23 at 8:00 p.m. The winner of this
game will take on the winner of Charleston (East Region
Champion)/Washburn (South Central Region Champion)
on March 24 at 8:00 p.m. The Sugar Bears were the
number one seed in the south region.

First Meeting: This will be the first meeting between
the two schools.

Next Opponent: If Shaw defeats Central Arkansas, the
Lady Bears will take on the winner of Charleston/
Washburn on March 24 in the Final Four match-up at
8:00 p.m.

The Final 16 Was Sweet, But The Elite 8 Is Sweeter:
It was the second time in school history the Shaw
women’s team had made it to the Sweet 16 to play for
the South Atlantic Regional title. It was the first time
however that the Lady Bears won it, defeating Carson-
Newman 67-53 to advance to the Elite 8. This is the first
time Shaw has made it to the Elite 8. Shaw played in the
South Atlantic title game two years ago, against North
Florida, falling to the Lady Ospreys 71-58.

Road To The Final Four: The 2005 NCAA Division II
Elite 8 will be played in Hot Springs, AR at Summit
Arena on March 23, 24 and 26. The regional champi-
ons will advance to the Women's Elite Eight on March
23. Henderson State will host the Elite Eight. The win-
ner of the South Champion/South Atlantic Champion
match-up in the Elite 8 will take on the winner of the
South Central Champion/East Champion for the right to
advance to the Final Four.

Last Time Out: RALEIGH , NC , Mar. 14 — Shaw
University patiently rallied from an early deficit to de-
feat Carson-Newman College, 67-53, as the Lady Bears
celebrated the school’s first NCAA Division II
Women’s Basketball South Atlantic Regional Champi-
onship inside Shaw’s packed C.C. Spaulding Gymna-
sium in Raleigh , NC . Shaw now improves to 32-1 on
the season, to set a school record for victories in a sea-
son. Carson-Newman (25-8) used an 8-0 run midway
through the first half as Tiffany Parker’s tip-in put the
Lady Eagles ahead 15-7. The Lady Eagles held their
largest lead of the game at 17-8 on a tip-in by Nicole
Avrett with 10 minutes 58 seconds remaining in the first
half. “I am proud of the way our girls handled them-
selves tonight in a very hostile environment. I thought
we executed our game plan really well to start the game

off, and I think maybe put a little shock into Shaw. I
don’t think they expected us to come out and do what
we did. We’ll leave here knowing that we gave them
one heck of a run.” The Lady Bears were kept in the
game by stellar defense and tournament MVP Kiarsha
Curtis’ offense. Shaw pulled to within one point on
three different occasions before Joy Hairston’s lay-up at
the 2:26 mark of the half have Shaw the 27-26 lead, a
lead they would never relinquish. Curtis’ three-pointer
at the buzzer extended Shaw’s lead to 34-28 at halftime.
“They were the No. 3 seed; we were the No. 1 seed, so
we expected a good game. They have played well all
year, so we expected the kind of game that unfolded. In
the first half we were a little bit tight, but we knew we
had to pick up the intensity in the second half and I
think that is what closed the game out for us.” Shaw
continued to play outstanding defense and extended its
lead to 50-36 on a three-pointer by Jenna Bradford with
13:50 remaining in the second half. Another Hairston
lay-up midway through the half put Shaw a head 58-38.
But Shaw would not score for the next six minutes and
the Lady Eagles took advantage, going on an 11-0 run
to cut their deficit to 58-49 on a lay-up by Amy Cate
with 4:18 remaining. By then the Lady Eagles had run
out of gas and Shaw pushed its lead back up to 16 be-
fore winning by 14. Curtis, the 2004-05 South Atlantic
Region Player of the Year led all scorers with 22 points.
Boucicault, who was also named to the all-tournament
team had 10 points and Hairston, another all-
tournament performer had nine. All-tournament per-
former Tiffany Parker had 15 points and 12 rebounds
and Brooke Johnson, who was also named to the team,
had eight.

About Central Arkansas: Central Arkansas is a mem-
ber of the Gulf Coast Conferences Western Divi-

sion. The Sugar Bears, now ranked 18th in he country,
won its conference tournament by defeating Valdosta
State 66-65. The Sugar Bears are winners of 18-straight
games and blew the South Region Tournament, includ-
ing a 76-61 victory over Henderson State on Mon-

day. Senior guard Carone Harris leads the Blue Bears
in scoring (22.3) and rebounding (8.4) and sophomore
swingman Caronica Randle is second on the team in
both categories (19.5 ppg) (7.6 rpg).

Shaw Versus Teams In Elite 8 And Their Rankings:
Shaw has never faced any of the seven teams in the
tournament and every team in the tournament is ranked
in the nation, which includes: Washburn (2), Seattle Pa-
cific (3), Merrimack (7), University of Charleston (8),
Grand Valley State (9), St. Cloud St. (17) and Central
Arkansas (18). The Lady Bears are ranked #1.



Elite 8 Outlook: It has been another tremendous season
for the #1Shaw women’s basketball team. The Lady
Bears come into the Elite 8 as the #1 team in the coun-
try, their highest ranking ever. The Lady Bears won
their third-straight CIAA Tournament Championship
and their first-ever South Atlantic Regional Champion-
ship with a 67-53 victory over Carson-Newman.

The 2004-05 edition of the Lady Bears may be the best
in history. Shaw is 32-1 coming into the tournament
and has won an astounding 25-straight games, one of the
longest streaks in the country. The Lady Bears are
quick and can get up and down the floor, but more im-
pressive is their defense, as they force opponents into an
average of 30 turnovers per game. This year’s squad
features the senior trio of Kiarsha Curtis, Joy Hairston
and Jessica Hawkins.

Curtis was named the 2004-05 South Atlantic Region
Player of the Year. She was also named to the All-
CIAA for the second-straight year. The senior from
Capital Heights, MD, who was also named 2005 CIAA
Tournament MVP, after being named tournament MVP
in 2004, is averaging 18.3 points per game, which leads
the team. She is shooting over 40 percent from three-
point range, which led the CIAA and ranks her 15th in
the nation. She also averages 3.8 steals per game, which
was second in the conference (behind Hawkins), good
for 13th in the nation. Curtis has scored in double fig-
ures in all but three games and has scored 20 or more
points 15 times, including her last five games. As the
season goes on and the games mean more she gets
stronger, as was evidenced by not only her CIAA Tour-
nament performance, but also her performance in the
South Atlantic Regional tournament, which she took
home MVP honors, after averaging 24.7 points and
three steals.

Hairston is an All-CIAA performer as well. The Dur-
ham, NC native, who averaged 9.6 points per game last
season, 1s instant offense off the bench. She finished
third in the conference in scoring and is averaging 18.1,
which ranks her 36th in the nation. She has redefined
her game and instead of being an outside and three-point
shooter, she has worked and developed her low post
game. At 6-1, she plays big in the post, but has the
quickness of a guard, which makes her very hard to
stop. She is shooting 53 percent from the field and can
still shoot it from long distance, connecting on 38 per-
cent of her three’s.

Hawkins, the 2004-05 CIAA Player of the Year and De-

fensive Player of the Year, is also an All-CIAA per-
former. After winning the Defensive Player of the Year
award last year, she again led the conference in steals
(4.4), which also ranks her fifth in the nation, and field
goal percentage (.582). She is averaging 10.6 points,
6.7 rebounds and 4.8 assists per game. Twice this year
she has dished out 10 assists in a game, has had five or
more steals in a game 11 times and has scored in double
figures 16 times.

The catalyst behind the success offensively of the three
aforementioned players as well as the team as a whole is
newcomer Nastassia Boucicault. The junior from
Brooklyn, NY has had an immediate impact from day
one. In her first game against Columbia College she
scored 13 points and handed out 12 assists. Eight times,
the All-CIAA performer has dished out 10 or more as-
sists. She led the conference in that category (6.4),
which ranks her 8th in the nation. She averages 12.8
points and 3.5 steals per game.

The two other seniors on the team, India Lopez and Bi-
lisa Perkins have also provided leadership. Lopez has
started 20 games and her minutes, points and rebounds
are up from last year. The Jersey City, NJ native aver-
ages 4.4 points and 3.3 rebounds per game. Perkins has
started 18 games and is a good all-around player, who
can shoot from outside or take it to the basket and can
rebounds. The Syracuse, NY native averages 9.2 points
and 4.3 rebounds per game, while shooting 36 percent
from three-point range.

Two other newcomers have had an immediate impact
this season. In her first collegiate game, freshman
Leslee Anderson scored 28 points and grabbed nine re-
bounds. The Blacksburg, VA native has scored in dou-
ble figures 12 times. She was named to the 2004-05
CIAA All-Rookie team. Jenna Bradford has been more
than solid for the Lady Bears. The Baltimore, MD na-
tive is one of the most tenacious defenders in the coun-
try. Her point guard skills are solid as well as she aver-
ages 6.5 points and 2.7 assists per game in just over 20
minutes per game. She has 85 assists to 52 turnovers.

The Lady Bears only loss on the season came to defend-
ing national champions California (PA) 80-68 in the
Goombay Shootout in the Bahamas on January 2 and
the Lady Bears played that game without Hawkins. Af-
ter winning its third-straight CIAA Championship, and
first South Atlantic Regional Championship, the Lady
Bears are on their way to the national title.



We’re Number One: The Shaw women’s basketball
team is ranked #1 in the USA TODAY ESPN Top 25
Coaches’ Poll- Division II, for the first time in school
history. Shaw received 22 first place votes, while the
#2 ranked team, Washburn, received just two first
place votes. The previous number one, Drury, fell in
the semi-finals of its regional tournament, catapulting
the Lady Bears to number one.

Rank School Record Pts. Prev.
1. Shaw University (22) 32-1 621 2

2. Washburn University (2) 32-2 600 3

3. Seattle Pacific University 28-2 561 4

4. Anderson University 33-3 493 5

5. Emporia State College 27-6 487 7

6. Drury University (1) 29-2 480 1

7. Merrimack University 28-5 453 11
8. University of Charleston 29-4 436 14
9. Grand Valley State Univ. 28-5 395 16
10. Angelo State University 28-4 378 6
11. Bentley College 28-8 335 13
12. Fairmont State University 28-4 321 8
13. Univ. of North Dakota 25-6 305 9
14. California State Univ.-Chico 24-6 295 17
15. California Univ. of PA 26-6 262 10
16. Western Washington Univ.24-5 233 12
17. Saint Cloud State Univ. 23-9 203 NR
18. Univ. of Central Arkansas 27-6 186 NR
19. Lake Superior State Univ. 22-7 172 15
20. Southern Connecticut St. Univ. 25-6 128 18
21. Carson-Newman 25-8 121 NR
22. Concordia- St. Paul 25-8 105 NR
23. Central Missouri State Univ. 23-8 97 19
24. Quincy University 24-9 92 NR
25. Henderson State Univ.  25-10 71 NR

Big Time Player: Senior guard Kiarsha Curtis steps
her game up in post season play. After winning the
2004 CIAA Tournament MVP award, the Capital
Heights, MD native won it again this year. She aver-
aged 18.7 points and four assists per game. In the
SAR Tournament she averaged 24.7 points and three
steals per game on her way to MVP honors. Before
post season, she was averaging 17.5 points per game,
but is now averaging 18.3 points per game, a career
high.

And Speaking Of Big Time And Hot: After starting
1-for-6 from three-point range against USC-Aiken in
the opening game of the SAR tournament, Curtis has
gone on a tear. Since that time, she has connected on
26-0f-39 field goals, shooting 67 percent from the
field. From three-point range, she has connected on
12 -of-18 three-pointers.

The Nation’s Leader: Shaw leads the nation in

three categories, including win-loss percentage
(97.0), scoring offense (92.1) and scoring margin
(29.1)

Shaw Hosts the South Atlantic Regional Again:
For the second-straight year, Shaw University will
host the NCAA South Atlantic Regional March 11,12
and 14. Shaw hosted the 2004 NCAA South Atlantic
Regional. All games will be played in Spaulding
Gymnasium. Shaw (31-1), the number one seed in
the South Atlantic Region, 2005 CIAA Tournament
Champion and winner of 24-straight games will take
on third-seed Carson-Newman (25-7) of the South
Atlantic Conference in the finals.

THE LAST TIME...

A Shaw Team
Scored 100+ Points: 3-12-05, 105 vs. Wingate

OT win on the road: 1-6-04, 71-60 vs. Elizabeth
City State

Had five players to score in double figures:
2/22/05, Joy Hairston (18), Kiarsha Curtis (16),
Nastassia Boucicault (12), Jessica Hawkins (12),
Jenna Bradford (10) vs. Virginia State (2-22-05)

A Shaw Player
Had 30 points: Kiarsha Curtis had 34 points ver-

sus St. Paul’s (2-8-05)

Had a double-double: 3-5-05, Nastassia Bouci-
cault had 15 points and 10 assists versus Elizabeth
City State (3-5-05)

Two players had double-figure rebounds in the
same game: 1-25-05, Joy Hairston (14) and Jessica
Hawkins (13) vs. St. Paul’s (1-25-05)

Two players had double-doubles in the same
game: 1-20-05 Nastassia Boucicault had 13 points
and 11 assists and Joy Hairston had 20 points and
10 rebounds versus Winston-Salem State (1-20-05)

Had back-to-back double-doubles: Jessica Haw-
kins, 1-25-05 vs. St. Paul’s (23-13) and 1-27-05 vs.
Fayetteville State (15-12)

Had five steals in a game: 3-14-05, Kiarsha Curtis
(5) vs. Carson-Newman (3-14-05)

Had 10 or more assists in a game: Nastassia Bou-
cicault vs. Elizabeth City State (3-5-05)




Head Coach

Jacques Curtis
Savannah State ’86
80-40 (Four years)

Jacques Curtis is entering his fifth season as head coach of the Shaw women’s
basketball program. Curtis has led Shaw to back-to-back CIAA Championships
in 2003 and 2004. Shaw finished 28-3 last year and hosted the 2004 NCAA Divi-
sion II South Atlantic Regional. Curtis led Shaw to its best season ever in 2003 as
the Lady Bears finished 31-3, won the CIAA Tournament and finished in the
championship of the South Atlantic Regional.

In 2001-02, Curtis guided the Lady Bears from a 6-21 mark his first season to a
15-13 mark last year, with an 8-8 finish in the CIAA.

This is Curtis's second tenure as a member of the SU family, as he served as assis-
tant men's basketball coach from 1986-96. He also served as softball and volley-
ball coach from 1988-90. Prior to joining Shaw, Coach Curtis was the head men's
basketball coach at Savannah State University from 1997-98. His two-year mark
was 20-34 overall, 10-20 in the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. Cur-
tis also served as assistant director of auxiliary services at Savannah State from
1996-99.

Curtis is a 1986 graduate of Savannah State University.

CURTIS’S CAREER RECORD

YEAR RECORD
2001 6-21

2002 15-13
2003 31-3

2004 28-2




Assistant Coach

James Hill

James Hill enters his fourth year as an assistant coach at Shaw. Hill has been in-
strumental in Shaw’s run to the 2003 and 2004 CIAA Tournament Championship
and the success of the women’s program over the last four years. He also handles
the recruiting duties as well.

Prior to coming to Shaw, Hill was the assistant boy's coach at Apex High School.
He also spent two years as the assistant coach at Northern Nash.

Hill is from Macon, GA and played at Shaw from 1980-83. He received his
bachelors degree from Shaw University in 2003.

Assistant Coach
Latasha Shipman

Latasha Shipman enters her first season as an assistant coach with the Lady Bear
program. Her main responsibilities will be to work on the development of the
post players and she will also have some recruiting and scouting responsibilities.

Shipman is no stranger to the program, being one of the original players recruited
by head coach Jacques Curtis Shipman was a four year letterwinner from 2000-
2004. In her last two seasons, she was named All-CIAA and helped lead the team
to back-to-back CIAA Tournament Championships and berths in the South Atlan-
tic Regional tournament.



